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Fort Worth Public Library’s Genealogy, History and Archives Unit is 
pleased to announce the recent acquisition of the Samuel Garcia Hispanic 
History Collection. 

The Samuel Garcia Hispanic History Collection consists of approximate-
ly 100 linear feet of correspondence, newspaper clippings, magazines, 
and memorabilia relating to Fort Worth’s Hispanic community. The col-
lection contains material relating to the Fort Worth Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, The North Texas Chapter of the American GI Forum, the Fort 
Worth Hispanic Debutant Association, the United Hispanic Council and 
other civic organizations. The collection also has a complete run of Com-
munity News and Events, a local Hispanic newspaper, Hispanic business 
directories, and extensive clipping files relating to Hispanic social and 
political issues. 

The first section of the collection, consisting of some of Mr. Garcia’s 
personal papers and some organizational records, arrived at the Library in 

2000 – 2001. The bulk of the material, about 80 linear feet, arrived in March 2006. 

Sam Garcia was born in Mexico. His family moved to Oklahoma when he was about two years old. He grew up on a farm 
near Pittsburg, Oklahoma. Educational opportunities were limited for farm children in rural Oklahoma during the Depres-
sion; Mr. Garcia never made it through fourth grade. (1)

When the Second World War started, Garcia joined the Army. His Experi-
ence in the Army, he said “was an education”, a life changing experience. 
“If I hadn’t gone into the Army, I probably would have stayed right there 
in the Hills of Oklahoma…” Instead, he returned to Oklahoma after earn-
ing three Bronze Stars, determined to make a better life. He sold insurance 
for a while in Oklahoma, the moved to Fort Worth in 1958.  (2)

After a rough start in Fort Worth, he established his own successful con-
struction business in 1960. As his business grew and flourished, Mr. Gar-
cia took an avid interest in the civic affairs of his adopted hometown, 
especially its Hispanic community. He was a member if the Fort Worth 
Housing Authority for several years, and it’s chairman for two. He helped 
found Fort Worth’s Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and for ten years 
edited and published Community News and Events, a newspaper devoted 
to the local Hispanic community. His wartime experience led him to a long 
involvement with the American GI Forum, a Hispanic veteran’s organization. He was North Texas Chairman of the Forum 
for several years. Mr. Garcia has also been a member of the International Good Neighbor Council, the Human Relations 
Council, the United Hispanic Council, the Veterans Outreach Council and numerous other civic organizations. (3)

In 1985, Mr. Garcia was one of the founding members of the Hispanic Debutant Association. Each year, this organization 
honors up to 12 young Hispanic men and women who have exhibited outstanding scholarship and leadership qualities and 
shown a devotion to community service. The Association presents the young people to society and awards scholarships. 
Over the last 22 years, the Association has awarded between $700,000 and $800,000 in scholarships. 

 Fort Worth’s Hispanic community revealed by Garcia Hispanic History   

 Collection

 Submitted by Tom Kellam, Fort Worth Public Library

 

Sam Garcia (right) with two friends at an 
American GI Forum event, 1981 Sam Garcia 
(right) with two friends at an American GI Forum 
event, 1981. 
Courtesy of Fort Worth Public Library.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 1980s
Sam Garcia, top row, second from left. 
Courtesy of Fort Worth Public Library.
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Over the years, Garcia kept careful records of his activities in these various organizations. He also collected material from 
newspapers, magazines and other sources documenting Hispanic history in Fort Worth and Texas. Eventually this material 
became a sizable collection on Hispanic issues and history, filling up many shelves – and at least one closet – in Mr. Garcia’s 
company offices. Mr. Garcia realized that he had created something that would be a valuable resource for local historians, 
scholars, genealogists and anyone interested in Hispanic history in Fort Worth. He decided that the collection needed to be 
placed in the Fort Worth Public Library’s Genealogy, History and Archives Unit, where it could be made available to the 
public. 

As part of the Library’s programming for Hispanic History Month, Mr. Garcia will give a lecture on his collection, his work 
with Fort Worth’s Hispanic community, and his knowledge of Hispanic history in Fort Worth. The Sam Garcia Papers: 
Documenting Hispanic History In Fort Worth will be presented September 9th, 10:30 AM in the Library’s Tandy Lec-
ture Hall. This program is part of a lecture and workshop series the Library sponsors in cooperation with Texas Christian 
University’s Center For Texas Studies. (For more information on this lecture series and the Center For Texas Studies, visit 
http://www.texasstudies.com.)

For information on the Samuel Garcia Hispanic History Collection contact: Tom Kellam, Archivist/Librarian Genealogy, 
History and Archives, Fort Worth Public Library, 817-871-7740, tkellam@fortworthlibrary.org

Notes:
 1.) Kennedy, Bud  “Proud patriot began as illegal immigrant” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Nov. 10, 2005
 2.) Ibid.
 3.)  Ibid. Rogge, Kara “Pair to be honored share history of service to Fort Worth” Fort Worth Star-Telegram Nov. 4, 1985; 
“Sam Garcia Recognized as Fort Worth’s ‘Volunteer of the Year’ ” Community News April 1990
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The Pearce Civil War Museum at Navarro College in Corsicana, Texas hosted a special 
exhibit in February 2006 of the 13th Amendment, which forever settled the question of 
slavery in the United States.

The 13th Amendment was a featured attraction of an exhibit celebrating the journey to free-
dom.  Included in the exhibit was Phillis Wheatley’s book of poems published in London in 
1773.  Wheatley was the fi rst black poet in the United States.  Also included in the exhibit 
were pamphlets published by abolitionists fi ghting to end slavery in the United States and 
a fi rst edition copy of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  

The heart of the exhibit was a courtesy signed copy of the 13th Amendment.  One of thir-
teen copies, the amendment was written by the House clerk shortly after the amendment 
was passed by the House of Representatives on January 31, 1865.  The document was 
signed by Abraham Lincoln, his vice-president Hannibal Hamlin, and Speaker of the House 
Schuyler Colfax as well as 147 senators and congressmen who voted for the amendment.  
Of particular note, congressman and future president James Garfi eld signed the document 
twice.  Garfi eld was assassinated in 1881.

The exhibit also featured a typescript annotated and signed by Thurgood Marshall and 
signed by Channing Tobias.  The manuscript outlined the strategic plan for the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1952-53.  At this time, Marshall was Chief Counsel for the NAACP and 
Tobias was Chairman of the NAACP.  Each section of the manuscript detailed the organization’s current status or 
strategy.  For example, under the section “Physical Security,” Marshall and Tobias noted the presence of an anti-
lynching bill before Congress.  In 1954, the Supreme Court issued the landmark decision Brown v. the Board of 
Education ending segregation of public schools.  Marshall, who represented and won more cases before the United 
States Supreme Court than any other American, was appointed to the Court in 1967 by President Lyndon Johnson.

The 13th Amendment, the Pearce Civil War Collection, and the exhibit were featured in several newspaper and 
television news stories including an interactive video developed by the Dallas Morning News and available on their 
website (http://www.dallasnews.com/s/dws/spe/2006/amendment/).

After leaving Corsicana, the 13th Amendment traveled to the DuSable Museum of African American History in Chi-
cago; the Frederick Douglass Museum and Hall of Fame for Caring Americans in Washington D.C.; the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Historic Site in Atlanta; the North Carolina State History Museum in Raleigh, N.C.; and the Burlington 
Times-News Building in Burlington, N.C.  The tour was organized by Historical Collectible Auctions in Burlington, 
N.C. to celebrate Black History Month and to promote their “Special Edition” auction held March 30.  At that auc-
tion, the courtesy signed copy of the 13th Amendment sold to a private collector for a record-setting $1,868,750.

 13th Amendment Examined at Pearce Civil War Museum

 Submitted by Julie Holcomb, MLIS, CA

Pearce Museum docent, 
James Williford, left, shows 
Corsicana High School 
student LaToya Brown the 
courtesy signed copy of the 
13th Amendment.
Courtesy of the Corsicana 
Daily Sun.  
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Ryan Semmes, former Assistant Archivist at the McNeese State University Archives in Lake Charles, LA, has been ap-
pointed the Archivist of the DC Community Archives, in the Washingtonian Division of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memo-
rial Library (the District of Columbia Public Library). He manages a collection of materials that focus on the communities 
of DC, as well as the individuals and organizations that have shaped the history of the Nation’s Capital.

Staff from the Louisiana State Archives in Baton Rouge is working to assist the elections department and the Orleans 
Registrar of Voters. Staff members are commuting to New Orleans daily to help with the city’s electoral process.

Faye Phillips, Associate Dean of Libraries for Special Collections at Louisiana State University, was a presenter at the 
National Humanities Day program on Capitol Hill on March 1, 2006.  Each year the Humanities Alliance lobbies Congress 
for support of humanities programs and grant agencies. Presentations are made by representatives of agencies that have 
received humanities grants during the previous year.  Phillips focused on the National Endowment for the Humanities emer-
gency grant received by the LSU Libraries Special Collections for assistance in Hurricanes Katrina and Rita recovery efforts 
for colleagues in South Louisiana.

Faye Phillips and Elaine Smyth, Curator of Special Collections, also served on a panel discussion about hurricane recov-
ery efforts at the Louisiana Historical Association on March 24, 2006.

Stephen P. Bruno, Custodian of the Notarial Archives in New Orleans, LA, participated in a panel presentation at the 2006 
legislative conference of the National Association of County Recorders, Election Officials, and Clerks, held in March in 
Washington, D.C. The session title was “Pre and Post Disaster Recovery Panel – Lessons Learned.” 

Notarial Archives Research Manager Howard Margot is a new member of the Academy of Certified Archivists.

Phyllis Kinnison, Project Librarian – Political Papers, in the Special Collections Division of Hill Memorial Library at Loui-
siana State University in Baton Rouge, was inducted into Beta Phi Mu, the library and information studies honor society.  
Eligibility for membership in Beta Phi Mu is by invitation of the faculty from an American Library Association accredited 
professional degree program.

Russell James, an MLIS student at Louisiana State University, has published his first book, Too Late for Blood: Florida 
Volunteers in the Mexican War (Heritage Books, 2006), a peer-reviewed monograph about the men of Florida who volun-
teered for service during this 1840s-era war.  James holds an M.A. in history from The University of West Florida and has 
previously served as the archivist at the pubic library in Columbus, Mississippi, and as a records manager at The University 
of West Florida.

Susan Tucker, Curator of Books & Records at the Newcomb College Center for Research on Women, at Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans has published a new book, The Scrapbook in American Life (Temple University Press, 2006), with 
colleagues Katherine Ott and Patricia P. Buckler.  The volume examines scrapbooks from a historical and cultural perspec-
tive.

Janet Neugebauer, Senior Archivist for Photographs and Special Projects with the Southwest Collection/Special Collec-
tions Library at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, recently returned to full-time status after a one-year, half-time grant 
funded leave of absence to work on the biography of West Texas statesman George Mahon, who represented the 19th 
Congressional district for 44 years.  Neugebauer is the editor/author of numerous books including, Lambshead Legacy: The 
Ranch Diary of Watt Matthews and Plains Farmer: The Diary of William G. DeLoach, 1914-1964.

 

 Leadership Log 

 Compiled by Carol Roark
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Leadership Log continued

Patricia Clark has joined the staff of the Southwest Collec-
tion/Special Collections Library at Texas Tech University, 
on February 1, 2006 as the new Head of Reference.  Clark 
comes to Texas Tech from Waco, Texas, where she worked 
at the Waco-McLennan County Library. 

Mike Widener is resigning as Head of Special Collections 
at the Tarlton Law Library, University of Texas at Austin, 
effective June 30, 2006. He has accepted appointment as 
Rare Book Librarian at the Lillian Goldman Law Library, 
Yale University. Mike has worked at the Tarlton Law Li-
brary since 1991. He and his wife Emma will miss all their 
SSA friends and the great annual meetings.

Amanda York Focke was awarded the 5th Annual Beth 
Shapiro Award for Library Innovation at the Fondren Li-
brary, Rice University. 

 

Employment Posting: 

University Archvist and Records 

manager

The Albert B. Alkek Library at Texas State Uni-
versity – San Marcos is seeking qualifi ed appli-
cants for the position of University Archivist and 
Records Manager. This new position is responsible 
for establishing and administering the University 
Archives and Records Program at Texas State and 
reports to the Assistant Vice President, University 
Library. 

Responsibilities: Develop and oversee the uni-
versity-wide records management program and 
establish collection development, processing, and 
collection maintenance policies for the University 
Archives. Update and maintain the University’s 
records retention and disposition schedules. Pro-
mote the records management program within the 
University community. Provide reference and in-
struction services for the University Archives. En-
gage in professional activities in accordance with 
Texas State University’s standards for promotion 
for professional librarians.

Complete posting and requirements available at: 
http://www.library.txstate.edu/admin-serv/lib-
jobs.asp. Applicants can apply online at: http://
www.humanresources.txstate.edu/ 

Employment Posting: 

Program Coordinator 

University of Houston
Posting Number 061100, College of Hotel & Restaurant 
Management, Grade UHE 064, Hiring Range 2106.00 - 
2858.27, Full Time
Duties/Responsibilities: Coordinates and provides admin-
istrative support to an ongoing program at the University.1. 
Coordinates program to ensure that implementation and pre-
scribed activities are carried out in accordance with specifi ed 
objectives.2. Participates in planning and developing meth-
ods for program implementation and administration; coor-
dinates program activities.3. Reviews records and reports of 
activities to ensure progress is being accomplished toward 
specifi ed program objective; recommends  modifi cations 
to methods or procedures as required to redirect activities 
and ensure that objective is attained.4. Prepares recurring 
program reports for management use.5. May participate in 
preparing grant proposals to state and federal agencies and 
private foundations.6. May participate in budget planning 
and preparation and assist in controlling expenditures in ac-
cordance with budget allocations for the program.7. May 
conduct formal training or instruction in a classroom set-
ting.8. Interacts with faculty, staff and students to promote 
the goals and objective of the program.9. Performs other job 
related duties as required.
Additional Duites include:  1) Responsible for the daily 
operation, maintenance and preservation of the Archive.  2) 
Develops valid fi nding aids for easy access to Archive’s his-
torically valuable records.  3) Serves as a resource person in 
response to inside and outside archive inquires.  4) Imple-
ments program for preservation and cataloging Archive’s 
collection.  5) Develops and implements outreach programs 
through different media: lectures, exhibits, newsletters, pub-
lications and websites.  6) Develops archive collection pol-
icy and collection augmentation programs.  7) Responsible 
for Archive’s fi scal accounting and development of funding 
proposals.  8) Provides assistance to the College for special 
projects. Provides reference service to faculty and students 
at Library reference desk.
Minimum Qualifi cations Requires a 4 year degree or an 
equivalent in-depth specialized training program that is di-
rectly related to the type of work being performed. No expe-
rience is required. Additional Posting Information The Uni-
versity of Houston offers a variety of benefi ts that include: 
on-campus day care facilities, access to the state-of-the-art 
Campus Recreation and Wellness Center, free employee 
medical coverage, tuition scholarships and much more!
Open until fi lled. 
For more information regarding benefi ts, please visit our 
website. http://www.uh.edu/admin/hr/



Page 30         Southwestern Archivist  

Special Contributions  
Dr. David L. Chapman, C.A., Texas A & M University, Cushing Memorial Library and Archives
Larry Gates, Metal Edge Inc. 
John Hollinger, President, The Hollinger Corporation
Mavis and May Kelsey, Texas A & M University, College Station, TX
Paul R. Scott, Harris County, Houston, TX
Robert S. and Martha Sloan, Dallas, TX

Scholarship Fund Contributors

Daphne S.O. Arnaiz-DeLeon, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives  
William Bachman, Southwest Bluegrass Archives 
Trevia Wooster Beverly, Tejas Publications & Research, Houston, TX
Kathie Bordelon, McNesse State University
Dr. Jim Conrad, Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Jane Kenamore, CA, MA, Kenamore & Klinkow, Wilmette,IL
Sue Kissel, Prescott, AZ
Michael McColgin, Arizona State Library 
Kathy Olson, George Bush Presidential Library
Richard Pearce-Moses, Arizona State Library and Archives  
Bill Pugsley, Texas Supreme Court Historical Society 
Claudia A. Rivers, CA, University of Texas at El Paso
Robert L. Schaadt, CA, Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center  
Kathryn E. Stallard, Southwestern University
Karen J. Underhill, Northern Arizona University
Sheryl B. Vogt, CA, Richard B. Russell Library for Political Research  

Sustaining members

Claudia W. Anderson, Lyndon B. Johnson Library
Geraldine Aramanda, The Menil Collection, Houston, TX
Kimberly Aubuchon, Artpace-San Antonio
Dr. Brady M. Banta, Arkansas State University
Allison Beechwood, Diocese of Amarillo
Tim Blevins, Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs, CO
Nancy Boothe, Rice University
Katherine L.T. Bost, Oklahoma State University, Edmon Low Library
Robert Bost, University of Central Oklahoma
Ellen Kuniyuki Brown, CA, Baylor University
Lesley W. Brunet, CA, University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 
Debbie Griggs Carter, National Archives & Records Administration 
Tina J. Cates-Ortega, Moriarty, NM
Dr. David L. Chapman, C.A., Texas A & M University, Cushing Memorial Library
Janice Comer, Archival Products
Dr. Jim Conrad, Texas A&M University-Commerce
Gaylan Corbin, Archives of the Big Bend, Alpine, TX
Elaine Davis, Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library
Susan Eason, Catholic Archives of Texas
Kathlene Ferris, University of New Mexico

 

 Very Sincere Thanks to SSA Contributing members
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Sustaining members cont. 

Betty Fischer, St. Thomas High School,Houston,TX
Dr. David B. Gracy, II, University of Texas at Austin
Brenda Gunn, CA, University of Texas at Austin
Dr. Kathleen J. M. Haynes, Norman, OK
Marilyn Maniscalco Henley, Sugar Land, TX
Ann E. Hodges, CA, University of Texas at Arlington Libraries
John Hollinger, The Hollinger Corporation 
Rev. George Hosko, CSB, University of St. Thomas
Jo Jackson, The Jesse Helms Center, Wingate, NC
Sarah Canby Jackson, CA, Harris County, Facilities and Property Management, Houston,TX
Shelly Henley Kelly, University of Houston- Clear Lake
JoAnne Martinez Kilgore, Carino Conservation, Albuquerque, NM
Mark William Lambert, South Texas College of Law
Tara Z. Laver, Louisiana State University
Mark E. Martin, CA, Louisiana State University
Ann Massmann, University of New Mexico
Carol A. Mathias, C.A., Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, LA
Laura McLemore, CA, Louisiana State University in Shreveport
Johanna Miller, University of Arkansas Litlle Rock
Dorian Myers, The Kinkaid School, Houston, TX
Paul A. Oelkrug, University of Texas-Dallas
Richard Pearce-Moses, Arizona State Library and Archives
Rodney Pearson, Munters Corporation
Charles Peartree, Ely, NV
Susan Murrin Pritchett, Tarrant County Historical Commission
Charles E. Rand, National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum
Gabriela Redwine, Austin, TX
Claudia A.Rivers, CA, University of Texas at El Paso
Carol Roark, Dallas Public Library
Rachel Roberts, Dallas, TX
Shirley Rodnitzky, CA, Arlington, TX
Sandra E. Rogers, Sam Houston Museum / Texas Prison Museum
Barbara Rust, National Archives and Records Administration
Gerrianne Schaad, University of Texas San Antonio, Archives
Robert L. Schaadt, CA, Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center 
Dr. Charles R. Schultz, Texas A & M University
Mr. Kim Allen Scott, Montana State University
Ilene Slavick, Cuadra Associate, Inc., Los Angeles, CA
Robert S. and Martha Sloan, Dallas,TX
Cindy C.Smolovik, CA, National Archives and Records Administration
Jennifer Spurrier, Texas Tech University
Mike Strom, Texas Christian University
Laine Sutherland, Tennessee State Library and Archives
Dr. Shelley Sweeney, University of Manitoba 
Bob Tissing, CA, Lyndon B. Johnson LIbrary
Dr. Bruce Turner, University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Rev. Stan Upchurch, Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma
Andy Williams, Munters Corporation
Elizabeth Williams, The Hollinger Corporation
Hung-Chih Yu, Texas A&M University
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